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George Quintal, Jr., a member of the Maine Society SAR, has compiled and written a book about over one hundred soldiers who were Patriots of Color at Bunker Hill (1775).  Patriots of Color include African Americans and American Indians.  Most of them were from Massachusetts. What is remarkable is their “magnanimous” service in light of the fact that they  were not acknowledged as citizens nor as equals.

Edmund Branch has made copies available for sale of a  book Printed in 1897 by the Maine Society of   “The Sons of the American Revolution.”  Of particular interest  is the listing of the son of a Chief of the Passamaquoddy Tribe, Sopiel  Selmore (# 208.)  He was “Son of Capt. Selmore Socotomah and Dennis Molly Selmore. Capt. Selmore Socotomah, an Indian of the Passamaquoddy trible, served as a soldier and scout under Col. John Allan at Potato Point, in Machias.  Besides his service as a soldier and scout he gave assistance in other ways to the cause of the Colonies.”

The Daughters of the American Revolution have compiled a document of the names of African Americans and Native Americans who supported the cause of the American Revolution.  Chapter One deals with their  relationship with Maine before 1820 and after. Fittingly the titles describes the African Americans and Native Americans who served in the American Revolution as “Forgotten Patriots.”  On June 14, 1916, the role of the Passamaquoddy and other Maine Indians in the American Revolution, were commemorated in a Memorial at Pleasant Point Reservation, Maine.

H.H. Price and Gerald E. Talbot have produced “The First Chronicle” of Maine’s People in their book , “Maine’s Visible Black History.” The authors conclude that Maine’s Black History is four hundred years old. “The Black people” came as fishermen, servants or enslaved and later as runaway slaves. 

As the authors point out, the” Black people” and their contributions have remained invisible in terms of history and cultural acceptance.

